
St. Kevin & Hollywood
Ever since he lived here at the end of the
sixth century the name St. Kevin has been
closely associated with Hollywood. e
name Hollywood itself derives from Kevin’s
connection with the area. e original name
Holywood at some stage became
Hollywood. e Latin name Sanctum
Nemus (Holy Wood) appears in a document
from 1192. e Irish version Cillín
Chaoimhín (meaning ‘Kevin’s little church’)
is also recorded in the same year.

St. Kevin came to Hollywood for solitude
but found it wasn’t quiet enough. According
to legend he was tormented by a woman
named Kathleen. Kevin took himself over
the mountains to the even greater isolation
of Glendalough, where he founded his
famous monastery. e original track he
took became known as St. Kevin’s Road and
this later became the seed idea for the
modern St. Kevin’s Way (Slí Chaoimhín)
which leaves Hollywood through Corrigan’s
Glen to Glendalough. e pilgrimage route
is approx. 30km.

e two churches in Hollywood,
Protestant and Catholic, have always been
named after St. Kevin. e saint’s stay in the
area is also commemorated in a number of
local landmarks: St. Kevin’s Cave, Bed,
Chair and Well. ese features were added
to in 1914 when Fr. Patrick Kavanagh,
Hollywood’s famous curate, had a statute of
the saint erected on the granite clifftop at
Dragoon Hill overlooking the village. e
saint’s feast day is celebrated on 3rd June.

Movie Magic!
Hollywood Village has provided the scenes
for some big name films: Michael Collins
being one of the best known which starred
Liam Neeson, Julia Roberts and Brendan
Gleeson. Dancing at Lughnasa starring
Meryl Streep also featured Hollywood for
many of its village scenes and several local
people were in the film as extras.

Other movies shot here include is is My
Father, Durango, King Arthur, e Siege of
Jadotville, Reign of Fire and Black 47.

Hollywood has also served as the set for
several TV series including e Vikings and
Rebel Heart, and many advertisements for a
variety of brands, including Tullamore Dew,
Budweiser, Vodafone and Kerrygold, all
featuring the unspoilt natural scenery of
Hollywood village.
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1. The Old School House
e school house was built in the 1840s using funds raised locally.
Classes were from 9am to 3pm in the summer time, and from 10am
in the winter. e school closed in 1956 when the new school opened
beside the post office and forge.

2. Guirke’s Post Office, Forge & Water Trough
Hollywood’s first post office was established in Guirke’s house of
Knockroe in 1855. John Guirke (1794-1878) was the first postmaster;
a position to be held by the next three generations of his family. A
number of the Guirke family were also blacksmiths. In 1878 a new
forge was built beside the family home in Knockroe. John’s grandson
Jim always maintained that his grand-uncle Matthew Guirke (1826-
1901), who emigrated to the United States in 1850, had brought the
name of his native place to the area which subsequently became
famous as Hollywood in California, home of the movie industry.
While research carried out by local historian Brendan Corrigan has
been unable to prove this claim, Brendan makes the point that it has
not disproved it either! With documentation of the name going back
over 800 years, one thing we can certainly say is that ours is the
original Hollywood.

e water trough just up from Guirke’s probably dates back to
the installation of Hollywood’s first public water supply in the early
years of the last century. As well as the trough there was a pump at
this location. e water was piped from the waterworks at Dragoon

Hill where John Reilly was the caretaker. Hollywood’s famous curate
Father Patrick Kavanagh had been instrumental in securing this
supply to the village. While intended primarily for the use of the
children in the school opposite, the pump was of benefit to the public
generally. Strategically located, the trough served for many years as
a watering hole for horses and ponies.

3. St. Kevin’s Roman Catholic Church
ere was a ‘mass house’ or chapel in Hollywood from at least 1731
and Jacob Nevill’s Map of Co. Wicklow shows a chapel there in 1760.
It is not clear from Nevill’s map if this building was located on the
present site of the Catholic church. We know for certain though that
a church was built on this site around 1780 (after the Earl of Tyrone
had agreed to grant one acre of land in the village for a Catholic
church and graveyard). is makes the site at Hollywood the oldest
place of continuous Catholic worship in west Wicklow.

It’s believed that the church was burned during the 1798 rebellion,
most likely on May 24th, when the rest of the village was destroyed.
e new church in Hollywood, which may have been built on the
foundations of the earlier one, is thought to have been rectangular
in shape. e interior was furnished with taste, from the polished
oak floor to the pitch pine ceiling. St. Kevin’s church has retained its
sense of mystery and beauty. Another striking feature is the huge
organ which dominates the main gallery, reputed to have been the
gift of Andrew Carnegie, the famous American philanthropist.

e cemetery, with graves going back to the early nineteenth century,
is exceptionally well kept, and cared for. e histories of many local
families are reflected in its graves and monuments.

4. Watery Lane
In the minds of local people the story of the Watery Lane is closely
connected with the Catholic church in Hollywood. is lane was
actually the original route into Hollywood village from the western
side. is continued to be the position until the new section of road
running parallel to it (from Tyrrell’s Cross to the village) was built in
the early nineteenth century. It seems likely therefore that the main
access to Hollywood’s Catholic place of worship would originally
have been from the Watery Lane. is probably explains the local
tradition that the Watery Lane was long used as a Mass-path.

5. Horseshoe Cottage
Horseshoe Cottage was originally used as a blacksmiths’ forge, as it
was on one of the five main thoroughfares in Ireland at the time,
which linked the south east to Dublin through Corrigan’s Glen and
Wood Lane (marked on map). e post office was transferred to
Horseshoe Cottage in 1882 during the land war and was returned to
Guirkes in the 1930s.

6. Tutty’s Public House
Tutty’s public house was originally a grocery shop and carpenters

workshop. It became a public house in 1870 and has been welcoming
visitors ever since. Its vintage interior remains a popular location
with film crews.

7. The Hollywood Inn
e Hollywood Inn was founded in 1790. It was the stage coach stop
for tired travellers using the busy coach highway. Here they rested
and changed horses before continuing on their journey. e outer
buildings are the only lofted barns still in existence in Wicklow.

8. St. Kevin’s Well
is well is situated on the upper side of the village not far from the
Church of Ireland. Until it was superseded by the Quarry Road in
the 1830s, this road was historically the principal one heading east
out of Hollywood towards Glendalough. is holy well, located on
the edge of Hollywood, would have been an important staging post
for pilgrims before setting off on the final leg of their journey, the
difficult trek over the mountains to Glendalough.

9. St. Kevin’s Church of Ireland
is Church is reputed to be the oldest Church in use in Ireland. e
late Jim Lydon, local resident of Hollywood and Professor of
Medieval History at TCD, wrote the following: “is church is a
typical medieval style church in a circular enclosure. I am certain
that it contains the masonry or is on the site of an earlier Christian

foundation and is surely associated with the pilgrim road [from
Hollywood to Glendalough]. It is a very ancient site.”

e yew trees in the adjoining cemetery may be over a 1,000 years
old, and five grave slabs in it dating back to the late twelfth or early
thirteenth centuries have been identified by archaeologist Chris
Corlett. One of these grave slabs is smaller than the rest and may
have been intended to mark the grave of a child.

e church building in its present form dates from the 1710s. e
walls are unusually thick as they have to support a continuous stone
barrel-vault roof. is type of roof is rare in Ireland. ere are only
a handful of other examples of it in the country. Another unusual
feature is a chimney which protrudes from the northern side of the
roof. Local historian Brendan Corrigan, author of e History of
Hollywood, conjectures that this feature may date from the time
when the church served as a soldiers’ barracks after the 1798
rebellion. Both Protestants and Catholics are buried in the cemetery,
but on opposite sides; the Protestants to the east, and the Catholics
to the west.

10. St. Kevin’s Chair
is is a low-lying curved stone that resembles a reclining chair. It is
marked with a double armed cross of uncertain age. Located in
Corrigans’ Glen near the start of Slí Chaoimhín (St. Kevin’s Way),
St. Kevin’s Chair looks directly up at St. Kevin’s Statute erected on
the cliff-top overlooking the valley. According to local tradition, the

chair was originally in St. Kevin’s Cave on the hill, but the Saint threw
it down into the valley below in anger when he was being pestered
by his admirer Kathleen. It is said that if you lie back on this stone
chair and can get up without the aid of your hands, you will never
again experience a pain in your back!

11. Corrigan’s Glen
Upon entering Corrigan’s Glen, the steep rise to your left is known
locally as ‘e Castle Bank’. It was here that the Anglo-Norman
Geoffrey De Marisco (Chief Governor of Ireland) built his motte
castle in the late 12th century. is was a highly significant location,
where the ancient path from Glendalough met the ‘old road’ (shown
on map) which ran north/south from the vicinity of Blessington
towards Donard. is marked the frontier between the old Gaelic
world of the mountains and the new order of the Anglo-Norman pale.

The Route
e route starts here along the main road. Walk up through
the village to Watery Lane, and back, via Dinny’s Lane towards
the well and old St. Kevin’s Church. Be careful of traffic if
coming back along the R756.
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Liam Neeson (centre) on the set of Michael Collins.
Irish boxer Steve Collins is on the left. 1995.

e famous ice battle scene from the 2004 retelling of
King Arthur was shot in Corrigan’s Glen – a location
also used for Michael Collins, and many other films.

St. Kevin’s Chair

Corrigan’s Glen

St. Kevin’s statue looks
out over Corrigan’s Glen

Tutty’s Pub in the snow

Hollywood village and surroundings

The sign overlooking the village

Toomey’s Pub, now the
site of the Hollywood Inn

Horseshoe Cottage

The organ in St. Kevin’s RC churchSt. Kevin’s RC church

An old cross from the Church
of Ireland graveyard

The Ceilí House

Stained glass window
in St. Kevin’s Church

of Ireland

From left: cowslips, primroses and bluebells are
just some of the wildflowers in the planted areas of
Hollywood which will help encourage wildlife into

the village, like this Small Copper butterfly
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The Old School House

Stained glass, St.
Kevin’s RC Church

Water trough Post office

Meryl Streep with locals Jim Tutty and
Gretta Conroy (background) on the set of
Dancing at Lughnasa. Taken at Tutty’s
front door. 1998.
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